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Church  Mission Statement   

  

 Know Christ as Savior 

 Transform Lives 

            Unite God’s People 

            Missionary Outreach 

            Community Centered 

 

    VISION STATEMENT 

KTUMC envisions to be the  

commons of Kentland offering               

unconditional love, friendship and fellow-

ship to all. 

The older I get, the faster time moves.  When I was a kid, ten years dragged on 
forever.  It took me centuries to age from eight to  eighteen.  It has taken me no 
time at all to age from fifty to sixty.  Ten years flies past like a butterfly on the 
wind.  Ten years ago, I was living in New Orleans, packing boxes and preparing 
to move to Logansport, Indiana.  I had just accepted an appointment in exten-
sion ministries to serve as the chaplain at the Tyson plant in Logansport.  I was 
vaguely familiar with the area, because I have family in Rochester, but I still had 
to dig out the atlas to get my bearings.  I said, as I have said so many times in my 
life, “Well, I never lived THERE, before!”  I didn’t know what to expect when I 
arrived.  Silly me, I wore a tie on my first day at the plant, and they immediately 
told me to take it off,  for     safety’s sake.  That was ten years ago – May of 
2010. 

It’s important that we not live in the past.  We never want to get stuck in out-
dated practices and priorities.  I believe that if I am the same   person today that 
I was ten years ago, then I have wasted ten years.  We don’t want to live in the 
past, but neither do we want to   ignore the past.  It’s important that we cele-
brate how far we have come in the past ten years.  Ten years is an important 
milestone in our faith journey.  God instructs us in the words of Deuteronomy to        
remember the past: “Remember the days of old, consider the generations long 
past, ask your father and he will tell you, your elders, and they will explain to 
you” (Deut. 32.7 NIV). 

Our congregation has been gathering each week in a beautiful building.  People 
still refer to our building as “the new church”, even after ten years.  In my first 
year here, when I ask about the history of our congregation, I am repeatedly 
told that “we have been here for ten years”, even though I know that’s not the 
entire history of our church.  We cannot live in the past, but neither can we 
overlook it.  We recognize those important milestones as a way of measuring 
our  success and of contemplating our future.  I am no longer a chaplain at Ty-
son, and I no longer live in New Orleans, but those things are definitely a part of 
who I am today. 

We no longer worship in an old brick building with inaccessible stairways and 
uninvited critters, but that history is definitely a part of who we are today.  Save 
this article to read again in 2030, remember the days of old, consider the gener-
ations long past. 

From the Hand of Dan 

 

Please call 219.964.9350                               

if you need office or Salvation Army                   

assistance.  Our church secretary is 

happy to meet you at the church.                                                     

Feel free to contact Pastor Dan at 

574.355.9504 or 

dan.ashton@comcast.net . 

mailto:dan.ashton@comcast.net


Ten years ago, on May 16, 2010 Bishop Mike Coyner came to Kentland Trinity United Methodist Church to           

consecrate the new Kentland Trinity UMC building. That is not, however, where the story of the new Kentland Trinity UMC 

begins. Even before I became the pastor of the church, its leadership and members had contemplated the future. The           

question was, would that future include the current building, a remodeled building or a new building, and where, if that 

was the decision, would the new building be, at the corner of 2nd and Dunlap or somewhere else? On June 16, 2007, as a 

freshly commissioned United Methodist clergy person, I was installed as the new pastor in that stately impressive building 

on Dunlap and 2nd. I remember the woodwork, the organ, the stained glass, but most of all the people!  

Soon the plans for the new church became more concrete and on September 20, 2009 a groundbreaking ceremo-

ny for the new building was held. Even though some challenges were encountered during construction, we moved into 

the new building at the end of April / beginning of May 2010! 

Together we became partners in ministry and partners in dream-

ing and planning for the future of the church. It took many ‘kitchen table’ 

meetings, church council meetings, charge conferences, and church      

conferences, but eventually a large, more than 80%, majority of the      

congregation voted to build a new facility. That is when a building        

committee consisting of Rich Miller, Mary Blake, Diane Vissering, Russ 

Collins, Tim Lohr and I started to dream and plan the details of a new   

facility. A 5-acre parcel of Cast Park was purchased from the town of 

Kentland. 

Bishop Mike Coyner presided over the                               

consecration of the building on May 16, 2010,               

and presented the church with a blessing 

During the ensuing years the new Kentland Trinity UMC indeed became a blessing to the community 

with its worship, but also with its outreach as it became the “Commons of Kentland” while adding a 

vibrant children’s ministry with an afterschool program and preschool. The new church is home to 

many memorable worship services, cantatas, celebrations, VBSs, bible studies, coffee klatches, wom-

en’s meetings, business meetings, community meetings, Rotary meetings, etc. and of course the ever-

popular BIG Turkey dinner! 

The memories of my time at KTUMC are precious and special. You are a wonderful church community 

with a wonderful building. It is my prayer that the church is a blessing to the Kentland community for many years to come 

as it seeks to Know Christ, Transform lives, Unite people, continues Missionary outreach and remains Community centered. 

Congratulations on the 10-year anniversary of the new Kentland Trinity United Methodist Church building! 

 

                                                                                                                                                       Rev. Ed van Wijk 



It’s hard to believe that we have been in our new church building for 10 years. After we had made the difficult decision 
to build a new facility and leave our old building, I was honored and blessed to be a part of the building committee. Although 
there were many difficult decisions to make, it was a rewarding experience with the help of the entire congregation. 

If I had to choose one thing that I like best about our new church, it would be how we were able to bring the beauty 
and tradition of our stained-glass windows from the old church and incorporate them into the new. They can now be pre-
served and a part of Trinity for many years to come. 

         Tim Lohr 

By being a part of the Church Building Committee, I have several things that stand out in the building process of the new 
church. 
 One was the process of moving the church bell from the ‘bell tower’ to the new church.  It had to be moved with a 
large crane.  During the Kentland Sesquicentennial parade the bell was placed on a trailer, pulled by a tractor and entered 
in the parade. 
 The other memory is removing the large kitchen stove.  It took ten helpers to get it up and out of the basement and 
into a truck to move it to the new church building. It has served a big part in providing many good meals by the church la-
dies over the last ten years. 
 
         Rich Miller 

 + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

 + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

Yes, a new church!  The Methodist congregation was first recognized in Kent in 1861.  As the congregation grew talks of 
building a church home materialized.  In 1869 the construction of the first Methodist Church began and was dedicated 
July 17, 1870 with a membership roll of 170. The white frame church served the community until it became too small for 
the growing number of Methodists.  In 1910 a committee was named to seek plans for a new building.  The last service 
was held in the old white church on June 5, 1910.  It had served the Methodists well for 40 years. 
 
 Yes, a new church!  Arrangements had been made whereby Sunday services would be held in the local theatre 
building on Graham Street until the new building was finished.  By December of that year services were being conducted 
in the new church.  The dedication service was held April 29, 1911. The new brick structure was three stories high with 
the seating capacity of approximately 500.  There were many renovations and an addition added to the church over its 
100 years.  After much deliberation of the congregation, a vote was taken to build a new church because of the condition 
of the brick structure.  This was a bittersweet decision as many of the congregation had been married in this church and 
raised their families there, had been baptized there and attended their family funerals there.  The last service held in the 
brick church was April 25, 2010. 

 
 Yes, a new church!  A beautiful, one-story church was planned and erected on 1500S near Cast Park.  The first 
service was held May 2, 2010.  Several of the church windows and other artifacts of the brick church are adorning our 
current church.  The committee did a wonderful job mixing the old with the new to make our church “home”.   
 
 The Methodist Church in Kentland has had a long history of outreach to the community through evangelism and 
social action.  Because of its commitment to the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the church has served its community and congre-
gation well through the last 150 years. 
 
         Janet Miller, Church Historian 



Dear Members of Trinity United Methodist, 

Thank you for your donation to the 4-H Building Fund. We so appreciate your support as we continue working to 

make this facility a valuable asset for our 4-H youth and our Newton County communities.    

 

Since March, the first of the heating and cooling  materials have been installed and a crew of 6 was installing the 

steel ceiling and walls. It’s so exciting to see our dreams and plans becoming a reality! 

 

We are grateful for you and so many others whose donations demonstrate how much we “love where we live!”. 

 

                                          Sincerely, 

                      Sue Frischie & the 4H Bldg Committee 

 BEGINNING  

BALANCE 

RECEIPTS DISBURSED ENDING  

BALANCE 

GENERAL FUND (6220) 14,205 9748 (1763) 

CHILDRENS CTR 1739 1279 373 2645 

DESIGNATED FUNDS 3632 291 45 3878 

TOTAL CHECKING (849) 15,775 10,166 4760 

FINANCE UPDATE FOR MARCH 

THANK YOU!!! 
Thank you, fellow Trinitarians, for your continuing gifts!  With financial resources and fellowship 

in short supply, the Finance Committee is very appreciative of the loving support from our congre-

gation during this pandemic.  Faithfulness during difficult times is an incredible affirmation of our 

covenant with our gracious Father. 

The church has been blessed to receive a federal Paycheck Protection Program loan to assist in 

meeting our payroll obligations.  This loan will provide for eight weeks of salaries to our staff.  If 

the funds are expended per the program guidelines, the loan will be forgiven in six months.  Thanks to Tim Lohr for his 

diligence in applying for the loan. 

The challenge going forward is when the state Stay-at-Home order will be lifted.   The order challenges us to find 

other paths to maintain the effectiveness of the church’s ministries and programs.  I believe that Pastor Dan is correct 

that some of the more creative changes will become permanent. 

I continue to pray that our time apart will be short and that your gifts will continue to bless our ministries.  Trinity 

has some incredible events to recognize during these crazy times.  May is the tenth anniversary of our new church build-

ing, and July is the 150th anniversary of the formation of the church.  Wow!  We have wonderful reasons to celebrate the 

continuing life of Trinity United Methodist Church when we are finally able to put this pandemic into our 150-year-old 

history.  Thanks again for your generosity! 

      Stay safe!  Stay well!  I miss all of you! 

                                   Jay B. 



A number of years ago Aunt Alice was placed at Wesley Manor after she was diagnosed with a debilitating illness. Susan 
was not really concerned once social distancing was implemented. However, once news stories about COVID 19 affecting 
nursing homes hit the news we both became concerned. 

 

A few weeks ago our daughter Tracy, from Zionsville, reported that she was involved with a cooperative assembly line. A 
professional seamstress in her subdivision began sewing surgical masks for local medical facilities. She reached out to 
members in the subdivision after being overwhelmed by the massive need. Tracy volunteered to wash and iron the 100% 
cotton fabric if the material could be dropped off at her porch. Tracy, Mike and kids also started cutting the fabric into rec-
tangles so the seamstress could spend all her time sewing. The demand for masks dramatically increased, and another 
member of the subdivision volunteered to receive the washed and ironed material on her porch and distribute 
the material and patterns to others so the seamstress could try to keep up with the demand. At that point other neighbors 
and friends from Tracy's Bible Study started cutting the fabric. 

 

The seamstress realized that her short term savings was depleted so word went out and within two days she received 
$2,000.00 to buy more material which Susan and I helped with. But, the medical facilities reported that surgical caps were 
also needed now. So Tracy and Granddaughter Kimberly, 2020 college graduate quarantined at home, began to help with 
the sewing demand, and the other kids helped turn, iron and thread the caps. The whole time everyone knew the masks 
and caps were needed at medical facilities in the Indianapolis area but didn't always know exactly where they were sent.  

This last week, Tracy received a thank you note for masks and caps from the staff at Wesley Manor. 

 

         Chris & Susan Knochel 

 

(Tracy adds: I forgot to mention that when our neighborhood received the Thank You note from Wesley Manor, I wasn't 
the only neighbor with a connection. One neighbor's mom lived there until she passed away. That woman is originally from 
Morocco, IN. Another neighbor, who is a nurse in the bone marrow transfer unit of IU hospitals and was the first to ask for 
masks, mentioned that her father-in-law was a doctor who saw patients there.  It's truly a small world!) 

 

(Pastor Dan adds: To help defray the costs of this enormous project, financial donations can be directed to Chris &     

Susan Knochel, 504 E Dunlap, Kentland, IN 47951) 

A STORY OF INSPIRATION 

 


