
APRIL 2020 

P.O. Box 24 

2775 W 1500 South 

Kentland IN 47951 

Church Telephone#                             

(219)474-6225 

Email 

kenttumc@embarqmail.com 

ON THE WEB: www.ktumc.org 

Office Hours  9am-12 Noon        

(M-F) 

Pastor Dan Ashton 

Kentland Trinity United Methodist 

Church  Mission Statement   

  

 Know Christ as Savior 

 Transform Lives 

            Unite God’s People 

            Missionary Outreach 

            Community Centered 

 

    VISION STATEMENT 

KTUMC envisions to be the  

commons of Kentland offering               

unconditional love, friendship and fellow-

ship to all. 

God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in times of                    
trouble.  Therefore, we will not fear, though the earth is transformed and the 
mountains are toppled into the depths of the seas, though their  waters roar 
and foam and the mountains quake in the surge (Psalm 46.1-2). 
 
As Adam remarked to his bride Eve on the day of their creation, “My dear, we 
seem to be in a period of transition.”  Indeed, we seem to be in a period of 
transition.  Each morning when we pull ourselves out of bed, we find our-
selves in yet another strange new world.  Sometimes the scariest part of be-
ing scared is not knowing what to be scared of.  It’s sometimes easier to face 
something if we just feel as though we understand what it is that we are fac-
ing.  For the past couple months, and indeed for the next couple months, we 
have faced uncertainty itself. 
 
In our last Sunday morning worship, I confidently assured the congregation 
that we would continue to hold Sunday morning worship services.  When I 
said that, I felt I was telling the truth.  I have come to recognize that I was 
being unrealistic and selfish in that assurance.  The church has an obligation 
to the world to exhibit leadership in the stewardship of our resources and to 
model community support.  
 
Bishop Julius Trimble shared with the Indiana Conference the following on 
March 24, 2020: 
 
The executive order of Governor Eric J. Holcomb to stay home goes into effect 
Tuesday, March 24 at 11:59 p.m. I strongly encourage all United Methodists to 
read the directive and abide by it. 
A public health emergency has been declared as a result of the global pandemic 
and the spread of COVID-19 in the state of Indiana. In response to this health 
crisis, social distancing and the prohibition of normal Sunday worship gatherings 
and other group gatherings has been implemented. 
Holcomb’s order does allow churches and charitable organizations to continue 
essential business that would allow us to extend ministry to those in need. And, if 
they adhere to CDC guidance on social gatherings (p.6 Executive Order 20-08; 
Section 14.e), it provides opportunity for church leaders to produce live (or rec-
orded) worship broadcasts from the church. Our General Rules will help us at 
this time: “Do no harm. Do good. Stay in love with God.”  
Day cares, feeding programs, support services are still permitted. As many who 
can work from home should; however, essential services for caring for people 
are still allowed. Essential banking services, funeral services, public transporta-
tion, and mail delivery continues.  
It has been said “Necessity is the mother of invention,” so we need to practice 
the best ways to care for people without putting more people at risk. Love God 
and love neighbor and fear not for God will see us through. 
 

We aren’t shutting God out, we are inviting God more deeply into our          
daily lives.  This is a time when the church can truly shine – we can help 
calmly model God’s blessed assurance to the children, we can make sure 
our neighbors are cared for, we can remind one another of the wonder of 
faith in action.  This is a time to show the world that faith is not about what 
happens in church, but what happens because of church.  When faith is 
hard, I still believe. 
 
Rev. Dan Ashton 
574-355-9504 

From the Hand of Dan 

In light of Gov. Holcomb’s March 

23rd announcement that Indiana is 

now under a “stay-at-home” order, 

our office will remain closed until at 

least Wed. April 8th  

Please call 219.964.9350 Monday – 

Friday from 9am to Noon if you 

need Salvation Army assistance.  All 

other church matters should be             

directed to Pastor Dan at 

574.355.9504 or 

dan.ashton@comcast.net . 

https://inumc.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4e0c6658ba331eb962acedf73&id=76c8b397bd&e=38f1c2d844
mailto:dan.ashton@comcast.net


#BeLikeNoah     #NoahStrong 
 We currently live in a very strange world.  There are many responsibilities being demanded from each of us.  How is 

everyone doing with their social distancing practices?  I am certainly working hard at staying healthy, but I know one thing, I 

sure miss our church family. 

 Lately I have been drawing inspiration from Noah during this ordeal.  Noah has to be the Biblical master of social dis-

tancing.  He managed to persevere on an ark through a lengthy flood while not knowing what future would be waiting for him 

and his family following the recession of the waters.  I see 3 faith lessons for us from Noah’s adventure. 

First:  Noah’s family supported each other during the entire flood.  Similarly, we have our church family, and we will 

continue to love and support each other as long as this isolation persists.  We need to trust God as Noah did while he was 

building the ark and riding out the storm. 

 Second:  Noah needed to clean the ark constantly.  I can only imagine the intense filth from all of those animals.  Like-

wise, each of us needs to be diligent with our cleaning routines.  I won’t run through the whole list of suggestions, but hand 

washing with soap and water and no face touching is so very essential.  Use a Kleenex to wipe your eyes, ears, nose, or lips.  

I want everyone to be extra careful.  Do all the little things, and the big things will be resolved. 

 Third:  Noah had to feed all of those precious animals.  Comparably, Trinity still has to pay our financial obligations.  

The Finance committee needs your continued giving during this time to continue to support our ministries and missions.  

Please remember the operating fund, the capital fund, and the after-school program.  Many families depend on your generosi-

ty.  Your gifts may be dropped off at the church office or mailed to: 

Trinity United Methodist Church 
2775 W 1500 S 

Kentland, IN   47951 

 

 Remember that it is our responsibility to take care of each other, ourselves, and our resources.  Thank you for contin-

ued support!  God is Good! 

 

Blessings, 

 

Jay W. Brinkman, D.C. 

STAYING CONNECTED 

We are currently working on a Call Tree to let people know 

we are thinking of them and care for them by asking: 

1. How are you doing? 

2. Is there anything you need?                                                       

(i.e. groceries or meds picked up, prayer requests) 

3. Who can you call today to check on and encourage that 

is not a part of our church? 

 

Though the church is closed for activities, our church secre-

tary Sharon will be on call during office hours and can be 

reached at 219.964.9350. She will be accessing the church 

email Monday—Friday from 9am to Noon. Please let her 

know if there are any needs or    

prayer requests you may have.          

Pastor Dan can be reached at 

574.355.9504 or 

dan.ashton@comcast.net . 

Many thanks to Cora Groover and her friends 

for making cards for the residents at                    

George Ade!   

 

How can you share Gods love today? 

 BEGINNING  

BALANCE 

RECEIPTS DISBURSED ENDING  

BALANCE 

GENERAL FUND (2771) 10,159 13,608 (6220) 

CHILDRENS CTR 1877 960 1098 1739 

DESIGNATED FUNDS 4422 0 790 3632 

TOTAL CHECKING 3528 11,119 15,496 (849) 

FINANCE UPDATE FOR FEBRUARY 

mailto:dan.ashton@comcast.net

